




It all starts with….



…a Plan
WRITING + ART = COMIC STORYTELLING



The Lens
The lens is how you approach crafting your story



The Lens
Flash Fiction



The Lens
Flash Fiction
A very short story



Structure
Three act story



The Structure

Act 1 Act 2 Act 3
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Setup Confrontation Resolution



The Structure



The Structure
Flash Fiction



Elements
Philosophical Conflict 

 Needs - Wants 
Show don’t tell



Elements 
Philosophical Conflict

Created between a character's worldview or belief system 
and the world around them.



Elements
Needs - Wants

Characters have wants - they want something in their life
Characters have needs - what they actually need in their life



Elements
Show, don’t tell

“... experience expository details of the story through actions, sensory details, words, 
or the expression of characters' emotions, as opposed to through the author's own description of events.”



Technical Structure
Comic Script Format



Technical Structure
Page/Panel

Narration/text in panel

Action Description in panel



Technical Structure
Page/Panel

Rhythm and Pacing

Less panels = More Text, Slower Reading, More Detailing, slower pacing, bigger individual moments

More Panels = Less Text, Faster Reading, Less detailing, faster pacing



Technical Structure
Narration/text in panel

8 words per panel on average
72 words per page



Technical Structure
Action Description in panel

Simple Actions - Not Dynamic
(Single Frame of Film)



Your are the Director
Jazz! 

Rhythm, tempo and blues



Rhythm and tempo







Panel orientation
Motion fits panel orientation



Rules?
Where we’re going, we don’t need rules!



Magic in the gutter







Example

Act | Set up Act 2 | Confrontation Act 3 | Resolution



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PFDJf1B11b2D1sqZBCmrwwXLVJzd4E6o/preview

